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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 
 
7 April 2026 
 

 
 

 
Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 21 March 
2026. You requested the following:  

I would like to understand what figures IRD are relying upon to calculate a notice of entitlement 
for child support.  This request relates to the child support year April 
2026 to March 2027. 

Please provide: 

• confirmation on the tax year used to assess paying parents income liable for child 
support 

• whether it was assessed income, PAYE income, Ir3 income and if so which year, an 
estimate, or a default assessment 

• the calculation sheet used to determine the assessment- as provided to paying parent 
  

 

I understand from your request that you are seeking information relating to the paying parent. We 
are unable to disclose financial details relating to the paying parent, including the calculation sheet 
used to determine the assessment, as these details are considered sensitive revenue information. 
Making the requested information available would be contrary to the provisions of a specified 
enactment, namely Inland Revenue’s confidentiality obligations in section 18(1) of the Tax 
Administration Act 1994 (TAA). Sensitive revenue information can only be released in certain 
circumstances, as set out in section 18D to 18J and schedule 7 of the TAA. 

In this case, there are no grounds that permit me to release this information to you. Accordingly, I 
have decided to refuse these parts of your request under section 18(c)(i) of the OIA, as releasing this 
information would be contrary to section 18 of the TAA. 

I can, however, provide you with general information that may assist you.  

For a formula assessment, Inland Revenue generally uses the most recent income information 
available at the time the assessment is made. For the 2026–27 child support year, this is ordinarily 
the 2025 calendar year (1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025) or the 2024 income tax return, with 
inflation applied. If there is no income information, a default assessment may be applied or if the 
income has since decreased, the income would be calculated on an income estimate, this is initiated 
by the parent with the change. 








