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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 

9 April 2026 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 12 

March 2026. You requested the following:  

1. a copy of the information/data/evidence relied on by IRD to determine the average cost 

of caring for a child  

2. the average cost of caring for a child broken down by year, up until the age of 18.  

3. Details of how the average cost of caring for a child are applied when calculating child 

support payments.  

For the avoidance of doubt, what I'm looking for is documentation that explicitly outlines 

the mathematical breakdown or analysis that IRD use to determine how much it costs to 

care for a child per age year. I'm not looking for the legislated equation available in the 

Child Support Act but documents that show how IRD determine the cost of caring for a 

child per year of their life. For example, average school/ health care/ social costs etc of a 

typical child in New Zealand up until the age of 18. 

Information refused – Questions 1 and 2 

Child support is calculated using a statutory formula set out in the Child Support Act 1991 (CSA). 

As part of that formula, Inland Revenue applies standardised child expenditure amounts, which 

represent the average percentage of income that is spent on supporting children in New Zealand. 

These amounts are reflected through the child expenditure tables prescribed in legislation and 

published annually on Inland Revenue’s website: Child's age and related spending levels.  

The tables do not reflect a parent’s actual expenses or the specific costs of an individual child. 

They provide a consistent and standardised way of recognising child related costs within the 

formula. 

The data that is used in determining the tables yearly figures is from the average weekly earnings 

held by Statistics NZ, which is publicly available in yearly reports on their website: Home | Stats 

NZ, by searching Labour market statistics (income). 

I am therefore refusing question 1 of your request under section 18(d) of the OIA, as the 

information is publicly available. 

  








