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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 
 
13 April 2026 
 

 
 

 
Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 23 
March 2026. You requested the following:  

Any briefing papers or other advice provided by Officials to Ministers regarding whether 
New Zealand should adopt Public Country by Country Reporting. This request covers the 
period from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2025. 

Information being released 

I have identified four documents within scope of your request, outlined in the table below with 
my decisions.  

Item Document Decision 

1. Officials Report on the Taxation 
(Neutralising Base Erosion and 
Profit Shifting) Bill 

Refused under section 18(d) of the OIA – as the 
requested information is publicly available at 
the following link: 
https://www.taxpolicy.ird.govt.nz/-
/media/project/ir/tp/publications/2018/2018-
or-nbeps-bill/2018-or-nbeps-bill-
pdf.pdf?modified=20200910081909 

2. BN2023/126 Australian public 
disclosure regime for multinational 
tax information 

Released with redactions under 9(2)(a) of the 
OIA – to protect the privacy of natural persons. 

3. IR2020/056 Response to Oxfam 
petition 2017425 for public 
reporting by multinationals 

Released with redactions under 9(2)(a) of the 
OIA. 

4. Excerpt from Weekly Status report 
20SR02 - 30 January 2020 

Released with redactions for items not within 
scope. 

The three documents released to you are documents as Appendix A. 

Right of review 

If you disagree with my decision on your OIA request, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman 
to investigate and review my decision under section 28(3) of the OIA. You can contact the office 
of the Ombudsman by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz.  
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Policy and Regulatory Stewardship 
Kaupapa me te Tiaki i ngā Ture 

55 Featherston Street 

PO Box 2198 

Wellington 6140 

New Zealand 

T. 04 890 1500

Briefing note 

Reference: BN2023/126 

Date: 20 April 2023 

To: Revenue Advisor, Minister of Revenue – Jason Batchelor 

Private Secretary, Minister of Revenue – Helen Kuy 

Revenue Advisor, Associate Minister of Revenue – Harper Burtenshaw 

From: Rory Tait 

Subject: Australian public disclosure regime for multinational tax 

information 

Introduction 

1. This briefing note follows our August and November briefing notes on Australia’s

proposals for multinational tax integrity and transparency measures (see

BN2022/389, BN2022/507).

2. One of the transparency measures is to publicly release the tax information of certain

multinational enterprises (MNEs) on a country-by-country basis. Exposure draft

legislation has now been published for consultation.1 This briefing note updates

Ministers on this measure.

Background 

3. The current Australian Government was elected with a commitment to improve

transparency of MNEs’ tax information. They see transparency as a key factor

underpinning the integrity of the tax system. By increasing transparency, the

Australian Government hopes to deter tax minimisation and build community

confidence that MNEs are paying their fair share of tax.

4. Australia proposes to require the public release of high-level data on the amounts of

tax large MNEs pay in the jurisdictions they operate. This information is similar to

that collected by the OECD BEPS country-by-country (CbC) reporting regime,

however that information has strict confidentiality conditions, so the public disclosure

system will operate separately.

5. Following consultation by the Australian Treasury2, the Government included this

measure in its most recent federal Budget. It has now released exposure draft

legislation and accompanying explanatory material for public consultation.

1 Public country-by-country reporting, https://treasury.gov.au/consultation/c2023-383896  
2 Government election commitments: Multinational tax integrity and enhanced tax transparency,

https://treasury.gov.au/consultation/c2022-297736 

Appendix A 
Item 2
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Scope & Implementation 

6. For the purposes of this regime, a large MNE has been defined as a member of a

multinational group with global group income of A$1 billion or more. These are

essentially the same MNEs subject to the OECD BEPS CbC reporting system.

7. These MNEs will report tax information in a standardised format to be released by

the Australian Tax Office on a publicly searchable website. The information must be

published within 12 months of the end of the relevant income year.

8. While legislation has not yet been introduced to the Australian Parliament, reporting

obligations will apply for income years commencing on or after 1 July 2023.

Information to be disclosed 

9. The MNE will be required to publish the names of each entity in the group, and a

statement describing the group’s approach to tax. Then, at a group level for each

jurisdiction the group operates in, the following information must be published:

• A description of main business activities

• Number of employees

• Revenue from unrelated parties

• Revenue from related parties

• Expenses from related party transactions

• Profit and loss before income tax

• A list (including the value of) intangible assets

• A list (including the value of) tangible assets

• Income tax paid (on cash basis)

• Income tax accrued (current year)

• Effective tax rate

• An explanation for any difference between income tax accrued in the current year

and the amount of income tax that would be due if all of the company’s accounting

profit was taxable at the country’s corporate rate.

• The currency used in calculating and presenting the above information

10. The information should come from audited consolidated financial statements. This is

consistent with the European Union’s similar new directive for annual public country-

by-country tax information reporting and aims to ensure the data can be interpreted

without needing further auditing.

Relationship with OECD BEPS CbC regime 

11. Apart from information on the effective tax rate, difference between tax paid and

headline rate, expenses from related party transactions and details of intangible

assets, these disclosures are already included in the OECD BEPS CbC reporting. This

means the information will already be held by the relevant MNEs. Australia notes that

information on related party transactions and intangible assets are indicators of

corporate governance risk, enhancing the value of the disclosures. Interestingly

Australia is requiring the disclosure of the information for every country in which the

MNE operates – not just Australia.

Considerations for New Zealand 

12. The Australian regime will see MNEs’ tax information for each jurisdiction available

on a public website. This will include information on in-scope MNEs’ New Zealand

operations, which New Zealanders would be able to view. As a result, the Australian
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proposal is likely to improve tax transparency in other jurisdictions beyond Australia, 

including New Zealand. 

13. We note that Oxfam has previously submitted that New Zealand should adopt

something similar to what Australia is proposing, including the disclosure of MNEs’

tax positions in every other jurisdiction they operate in.  We expect that the

Australian regime will provide most of what they requested from us in their

submission.

Consultation with the Treasury 

14. The Treasury was informed about this briefing note.

Rory Tait 

Policy Advisor 

 9(2)(a)
























