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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

15 August 2022 

Dear  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received 

on 18 July 2022. Your request is for data relating to the Taitoko (Levin) area at two points 

in time; prior to the COVID-19 pandemic (February 2020) and present day. 

Overall picture 

1. Total amount of debt owed

2. Total number of people that owe money

3. Average amount that is owed

4. Median amount that is owed

5. Of those with debt to government over $500 how many had been receiving

assistance from Work and Income for: 1) less than one of the last 6 years or 2)

more than one of the last 6 years?

Ethnicity 

6. Total amount of debt broken down by ethnicity

7. Total number of people that owe money broken down by ethnicity

Age 

8. Total amount of debt broken down by age groups

9. Total number of people that owe money broken down by age

Children in household 

10. What number of the total number of people that owe debt to IRD have children

in their household?

11. How much of the total debt to IRD is owed by households that have children?

12. Breakdown of the total debt by households with 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or more than

7 children.

13. Breakdown of total number of people that owe money by households with 1, 2,

3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or more than 7 children.

Inland Revenue’s approach to compliance 

The Commissioner of Inland Revenue (IR) is tasked with protecting the integrity of the tax 

system and collecting the highest net revenue over time.  

Our approach to compliance is multi-layered and based on our commitment to making it 

as easy as possible for customers to get it right from the start, and hard for them to get 

it wrong.  

We know most individuals and businesses want to do the right thing, and we want them 

to understand that if they get in touch with us when they are struggling, they will get the 

help they need. We also want the vast majority of New Zealanders who are making the 
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