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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 

19 August 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 28 

July 2025. You requested the following: 

1. What is the total amount of unpaid Child Support (arrears) owing, from all liable parents 

to all receiving parent, at the current time.  

2. What is the gender split of that amount owing (what is owed to men, what is owed to 

women).  

3. How long does it take for IRD to collect and distribute to the receiving carer, the full 

amount of unpaid Child Support, they are owed.  

4. What is the breakdown of total amount of arrears that has been owing for more than 5 

years, 5-10 years and owing for longer than 10 years.  

5. What methods does the IRD use to collect unpaid Child Support arrears and what has 

been the most successful method at getting the arrears paid in full.  

6. Does IRD charge interest on Child Support owing, if so does the receiving parent receive 

that interest? If not, why not? 

Item 1 

The below table lists the total amount of unpaid Child Support, including penalties, as at 30 June 

each year from 2020 to 2025. 

Year Total unpaid Child Support ($b) 

2025 0.913 

2024 1.005 

2023 1.098 

2022 1.188 

2021 1.366 

2020 2.151 

  










