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Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 4 
August 2025. You requested the following:  

1. How many administrative reviews are applied for on an annual basis. Ideally you would 
be able to give me the last 5 years of data.  

2. The breakdown of these administrative reviews. I would like to know how many were 
denied, how many were approved, and if approved whether the child support level was 
increased or decreased.  

3. Of the administrative reviews given, how many were appealed further to the Family 
Court. No valid reason for refusal exists as this is data that IRD should be storing. If a 
reason does exist (for example, if the data on appeals is held by the Family Court and 
not IRD), the remaining information should still be provided. I await your prompt 
response.  

Items 1 and 2 
The following table provides the total number of child support administrative reviews applied for 
during the 2021 tax year through to the 2025 tax year, including a breakdown of whether the 
application was denied or approved.  

Table 1: Total number of child support administrative review applications received per 
tax year 

Tax year Applications received Approved Denied 

2021 2,389 920 1,469 

2022 2,864 1,060 1,804 

2023 3,515 1,314 2,201 

2024 3,856 1,409 2,447 

2025 3,559 1,410 2,149 

Total 16,183 6,113 10,070 

To determine the precise result of an administrative review decision and its impact on a given 
child support assessment, Inland Revenue would need to manually review each case to 
determine the components of the child support formula adjusted by the decision and then 
compare this to the resulting assessment. Accordingly, your request for a breakdown of how 






