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Dear  
 
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received 
on 24 November 2022. You requested the following: 

Hi there, I would like to request the following info under the OIA (in seperate tables) 
Income tax collected from 14 and 15 year olds per year for the last 10 years, and if 
held by you, what percentage of this age bracket in NZ are paying income tax. 
Income tax collected from 18 and 19 year olds per year for the last 10 years, and if 
held by you, what percentage of this age bracket are paying income tax in NZ. 

Further to your request made on 24 November 2022, you also requested the following on 
27 November 2022: 

I would like to request the following info under the oia: Total number of income taxes 
paid by 16-17 year olds in the past ten years by year. Percentage of 16-17 year olds 
in NZ paying income taxes (if held) 

Information being released 

The information you have requested about the total number of income tax paid by 14- to 
19-year-olds is provided in the Appendix. The tables in the Appendix provide a breakdown 
of taxable income and income tax for 14- to 19-year-olds for the tax years ending 31 
March from 2012 through to 2021.  

The definition of income included in the tables in the Appendix includes all taxable sources 
of income, such as salaries and wages, income from welfare benefits, interest and 
dividends, distributions received from Māori Authorities or trusts, overseas income, self-
employment, rent, and any other income reported on income tax returns. 

Since 2013, for children up to 15 years of age or aged under 18 and still attending school, 
the first $2,340 of income is exempt and does not have to be declared on tax returns 
provided no tax was deducted at source (examples of deduction at source are PAYE 
withheld by an employer or a bank withholding tax on interest income). Prior to 2013 a 
rebate of 10.5% on the first $2,340 of earnings applied. Because of these settings, from 
2013 some earnings will not have been declared on tax returns and will not be included 
as income in the table in the Appendix. 

The tax figure does not include ACC Earner Premium. 

Information being refused 

I am unable to provide the percentage of 14- to 19-year-olds paying income taxes in New 
Zealand, as Inland Revenue does not hold information on the total population of individuals 
in this age bracket. Your request for this information is therefore refused under section 
18(g) of the OIA as the information is not held by Inland Revenue, and we do not believe 
it is held by another agency. 
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