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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 

 

5 December 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 11 

November 2025. You requested the following:  

I request the following information for each of the last 10 financial years: 

1. The total amount of PAYE tax written off due to company liquidations. 

2. The total amount of GST written off due to company liquidations. 

3. The total tax debt written off due to all insolvency processes (including bankruptcy, 

liquidation, and receivership). 

Inland Revenue does what it can to help solvent companies keep trading using education, 

marketing, and customer engagement, but also recognises that the wider economy, especially 

other businesses, need companies that are not viable to be wound up. 

While Inland Revenue has to make hard decisions at times to secure overdue payments, 

liquidations will continue to be our option of last resort. 

Liquidation activity has increased in the past 18 months. The most common reason for Inland 

Revenue initiating a liquidation is because customers do not respond to attempts to contact 

them, or initiate contact with us. 

Information provided 

The write-off values provided are for transactions processed within the financial year ending 30 

June of the year specified, rather than filing periods within that year. The information is gathered 

from our system using the write-off reason, a field where staff members manually indicate why 

an amount has been written-off. Please note that reversals and transactional adjustments can 

occur which may change the amount of the write-offs over time. 

Items 1 

Table 1 on the next page provides the amount of PAYE written off due to company liquidations 

for the year ended 30 June 2021 to the year ended 30 June 2025. 

For the PAYE portion of your request, all write-offs relating to employer activities have been 

included. This includes write-offs for PAYE, KiwiSaver employer and employee contributions, 

student loan deductions, child support deductions and superannuation contributions tax. 










