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Dear  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on  
18 December 2023. You requested:  

1. A breakdown of what % of tax (net transfer payments I think is what you call it internally), 
as well as # of people and $ amount total, is paid by each of the following categories for 
the following years: 

• top 1% of income earners 

• top 10% of income earners 

• top 50% of income earners 

• and whatever the threshold is for net neutral taxpayer (the average amount 
someone would need to pay to neither contribute or receive benefit on net, I 
believe this use to be around $70,000, however I’d like to see how this has 
changed over time), I’d like these numbers for 2000, 2010, 2015, 2020 and 2022 
tax years. 

2. The % income earners as well as the # of income earners by their marginal tax rate (do 
5% buckets rather than absolute number to reduce the complexity) for the same financial 
years as above (2000, 2010, 2015, 2020, 2022). […] If someone earns $95,000 per year 
their effective/marginal tax rate is 24.97%, so it would make sense to do 5% buckets, 
10-15%, 15-20%, 20-25%, 25-30%, etc. 

The point is to see how these proportions have changed over time, and the extent of the 
increase in marginal tax rate because of wage inflation.  

3. I’m interested in understanding the movement of people between income tax brackets 
(either marginal or income tax brackets, I’d prefer marginal brackets). 

So for the same financial years as above, I’d like a table showing # of people in each 
bracket for that financial years as well as a column to specify the # of people who moved 
up or down to that bracket or joined/rejoined the work force at that bracket from the 
previous period). You’ll need another income bracket category called “left the workforce” 
to retire or exit the work force (move overseas, or whatever, just 1 big category called 
“Left Workforce”) 

The point of this is to show how much movement there is over time for individuals, it may 
also help illustrate the general upwards trend in marginal tax rates over time because of 
inflationary pressures on wages.  












