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2 February 2026 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 19 
January 2026. You requested the following:  

I seek the following information relating to Māori–owned and Māori–affiliated businesses 
in the sheep and beef farming sector: 

1. Māori Business Counts 

For each year from 1990 to the most recent available year: 

a. The number of Māori–owned or Māori–affiliated businesses operating in 
sheep farming, beef cattle farming, and sheep & beef combined. 

b. Definitions used by IRD to classify a business as Māori-owned or Māori-
affiliated (e.g., ownership threshold percentages, legal structure criteria). 

2. Livestock Numbers 

For each year from 1990 to the most recent available year: 

a. Total number of sheep owned by those Māori–owned or Māori–affiliated 
businesses. 

b. Total number of beef cattle owned by those Māori–owned or Māori–affiliated 
businesses. 

3. Notes on Data Limitations 

Where exact figures are unavailable, please provide: 

a. The closest available estimates and explanation of methodology, 
b. Any relevant statistics from other agencies (e.g., Stats NZ, MPI), 
c. Known gaps in the data and how classifications may have changed over time. 

If this request is too broad or if the information is held by another department (e.g., Stats 
NZ, MPI), please advise me on where to direct it or provide what is available. 

On 27 January 2026 I transferred question 1a and question 2 in full to Stats NZ, and on 28 
January 2026 I transferred question 1 and 2 in full to the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) 
as Inland Revenue does not hold this information. 










