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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 
28 January 2025 
 

Dear 
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 9 
December 2024. You requested the following:  

1. The number of people in the Far North District and Northland Region with historic 
student loan debt, including their ages.  

2. The total amount of student loan debt attributed to individuals in those regions. 
3. The average and median balances of student loan debt for individuals in those regions.  
4. A breakdown of how many individuals in these regions:  

a) Have been in arrears on their student loan repayments over the past 5 years. 
b) Have been in arrears on their student loan repayments over the past 10 years.  
c) Are currently residing overseas with outstanding student loan debt.  

5. Any data or reports prepared in the last 5 years analysing:  
a) Student loan repayment patterns specific to individuals in the Far North and 

Northland regions.  
b) The economic impact of outstanding student loans in these regions. 

6. If available, information regarding initiatives aimed at reducing student loan debt or 
assisting repayment in these regions.  

For the purpose of this response, student loan debt has been defined as the total amount of the 
loan yet to be paid. This includes but isn’t limited to amounts that are overdue, interest, penalties 
and fees.  

Questions 1, 2, 3, 4(a), 4(c) and 5(a)  

The following tables are attached as Appendix A: 

• Table 1: Customers in the Northland Region and Table 2: Customers in the Far 
North District, are in response to questions 1,2, 4(a) and 4(c).  

• Table 3: Median and average overdue debt by District, and Table 4: Median and 
average loan balance are in response to question 3.  

• Table 5: Payment information for all customers in the Northland Region partially 
responds to question 5(a).  

 

 






















