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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 

10 July 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 8 

July 2025. You requested the following information:  

• The number of trusts (whether NZ resident or foreign) that were formally wound up 

or ceased to exist, and any trusts that were registered in each of the last three 

financial years (ending 31 March 2023, 31 March 2024, and 31 March 2025). 

• If available, a breakdown of these trusts by type (e.g. family trust, charitable trust, 

trading trust, etc.). 

• If you can't provide me with the latest financial year just yet, I am happy to wait for 

that information but would appreciate 2023/2024 as soon as possible.  

• I would appreciate the data being provided in a machine-readable format, such as 

Microsoft Excel (XLSX). 

Information being refused 

Inland Revenue is not a registrar of trusts and does not hold comprehensive information on the 

number of trusts being created, wound up, or ceasing to exist in New Zealand. Trusts are only 

required to apply for an Inland Revenue number if they have taxable income or if they have 

undertaken a property transaction and they may not advise Inland Revenue when they are 

wound up. Further, Inland Revenue does not hold information that would enable a breakdown 

of the type of trusts in the nature of your request. Your request is therefore refused under section 

18(g) of the OIA as the information is not held by Inland Revenue and we do not believe that 

this information is held by another agency. 

Information being released 

However, I am able to release information on the number of trusts being registered or ceased 

with Inland Revenue based on the start and cease dates recorded in Inland Revenue systems. I 

have also broken down where a trust is recorded as a charity within Inland Revenue systems. 

As noted above, the information provided in Table 1 is not intended to reflect the actual number 

of trusts registering or ceasing in New Zealand in any given year, as trusts are only required to 

apply for an Inland Revenue number if they have taxable income or if they have undertaken a 

property transaction. The dates recorded in Inland Revenue systems do not necessarily reflect 

the date that the trust was actually established or ceased.     






