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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

14 July 2025 

 
 

Dear  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 24 
June 2025. You requested the following:  

I am writing to request information under the Official Information Act 1982 relating to a 
fleet of drones that were used in a commercial drone light show in Rotorua on the 19th, 
20th, and 21st of June 2025. I am seeking confirmation on whether these drones were: 

1. Declared as imported goods through Inland Revenue or linked with any GST or
income tax declarations.

2. Registered under a New Zealand business entity or sole trader for tax purposes.
3. Subject to temporary importation rules such as a carnet or listed under a tax-

exempt status.
4. Used to generate income while on New Zealand soil and whether such activity was

properly declared for tax purposes.

There is growing public and regulatory concern following this show, where several drones 
fell into Lake Rotorua. I am conducting due diligence to ensure that all necessary 
declarations and tax obligations have been met by the operating party. 

Information being refused 

Inland Revenue holds no information who imported, paid for or operated the commercial drone 
event mentioned in your request. Therefore, your request is refused under section 18(g) of the 
OIA – as the information is not held by Inland Revenue and we do not believe it is held by 
another agency. 

If Inland Revenue held this information, the information you have requested would be considered 
sensitive revenue information under section 18 of the Tax Administration Act 1994 (TAA) 
because it would directly identify an entity. Your request for this information would therefore be 
refused under section 18(c)(i) of the OIA, as making the requested information available would 
be contrary to the provisions of a specified enactment, namely Inland Revenue’s confidentiality 
obligation in section 18 of the TAA. Disclosure of this information does not fall within any of the 
exceptions to the confidentiality obligation listed in sections 18D to 18J of the TAA. 






