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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 

 

15 July 2025 

 

 

 

 

Dear  

  

Thank you for your follow up request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), 

received on 10 July 2025. You requested the following:  

Could I get this information dating back to 2019 please [the number of trusts being 

registered or ceased with Inland Revenue based on the start and cease dates recorded in 

Inland Revenue systems] 

Information being released 

As noted in our response to your OIA request with reference 26OIA1036, the information 

provided in Table 1 below is not intended to reflect the actual number of trusts registering or 

ceasing in New Zealand in any given year, as Inland Revenue is not a registrar of trusts, and 

trusts are only required to apply for an Inland Revenue number if they have taxable income or 

if they have undertaken a property transaction. The dates recorded in Inland Revenue systems 

do not necessarily reflect the date that the trust was actually established or ceased. The spike 

in cessations in the 2020-21 period may reflect behavioural response to legislative change but 

could also include administrative actions taken to clean data.     

The number of trusts newly registered with Inland Revenue is calculated as the number of trusts 

that have applied for an Inland Revenue number within the twelve months ending 31 March. 

Similarly, the number of trusts with ceased registrations is calculated based on the cease date 

recorded in Inland Revenue systems within the twelve months ending 31 March.   

Data was extracted from Inland Revenue systems on 11 July 2025. The figures in Table 1 

exclude estates. In both cases, the numbers presented have been rounded to the nearest 10. 

Table 1: Trusts recorded as starting or ceasing, 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2025 

March year 2018-

19 

2019-

20 

2020-

21 

2021-

22 

2022-

23 

2023-

24 

2024-

25  
 

Registering trusts 

which have a 

charity indicator 

730 700 770 780 730 690 520 

Trusts 

registering 

11,010 9,920 9,710 10,090 7,620 6,340 5,840 






