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1. How many children and families are involved in the current child support system, and

how have those numbers changed since the introduction of the Child Support

Amendment Act 2013? Please provide this information in table form broken down into

separate years.

2. What impact, and potential causes, on these numbers, if any, did IRD observe, as a

result the introduction of the Child Support Amendment Act 2013, compared to the

years preceding the introduction of the Amendment Act?

3. What are the current minimum payments required by IRD for a private agreement for

child support, a voluntary agreement for child support, and a formula assessment for

child support?

a) If these minimum required payments are different, what is the justification for these

being different?

b) Do these minimum required payments include any claw back by IRD/Government

to cover administrative costs, debt recovery costs, or benefit recovery costs?

c) What factors are used to determine the minimum required payment amounts for a

private agreement, voluntary agreement, and formula assessment?

d) Have these minimum required payment figures been amended or changed since the

introduction of the Child Support Amendment Act 2013 and since the introduction

of the child support pass-on legislation?

e) Can you please provide confirmation on what amount of child support would be

payable under the following scenarios and by which parent. There is only 1 child

involved;

i. Scenario 1 - private agreement to have neither parent pay any child support

Parent A earns $65,000 and has 65% care Parent B earns $35.000 and has 35%

care

ii. Scenario 2 - Voluntary Agreement both parents agree Parent A will pay the

minimum required Parent A earns $65,000 and has 65% care Parent B earns

$35,000 and has 35% care

iii. Scenario 3 - Formula Assessment Parent A earns $65,000 and has 65% care

Parent B earns $35,000 and has 35% care

4. If child support formula assessments are meant to be a "backup" as stated by several

MPs and IRD themselves, is it true that there is a mandatory requirement to apply for

them for some types of benefit? If so, which benefits and why is it mandatory to apply?

a) Has this mandatory requirement changed since the introduction of the pass-on

legislation?

b) What was the original intent and justification for the mandatory application for a

child support formula prior to the introduction of the pass-on legislation, and is this

justification still valid?

5. Can you confirm if it is true that despite both parents being in receipt of a benefit, IRD

still require one parent to pay child support if a formula assessment is applied for, and

that regardless of how low the parental incomes are, this would result in the minimum

payment amount being deducted from the paying parent's benefit?

6. Is it legally possible for the IRD to provide an applicant for a review on one of the

Grounds for Review, with the financial information of the other parent? If not, why not?
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Ground 8 "Capacity to Earn" in particular would benefit from such information being 

available. But all of the grounds are equally important to this point.  

a) Is it legally possible for a Review Officer to provide an applicant for a review, with 

a copy of the other parent's statements prior to the review meeting taking place? 

If not, why not?  

b) Are parents applying for a review of child support through a review officer, able to 

freely access previous cases and legal precedence to assist in building their case or 

is access to these legal findings restricted? Again, why/why not?  

7. What is the current legal justification for not including the income of new partners or 

spouses in the child support formula? 

 




