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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 
 
3 March 2026 
 

 
 

 
 
Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 3 
February 2026. You requested the following:  

Copies of any data on the total GST and Corporate Tax take from ANZSIC Class E 
(Construction) and related professional services (Architectural, Engineering, and 
Technical Services) for the 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025 
tax years to date. 

On 10 February 2026, I attempted to clarify your request however no response was received. I 
have therefore interpreted your request broadly to provide a more comprehensive response. I 
have explained my assumptions below. 

Information being refused 
GST is collected by two agencies, Inland Revenue and Customs New Zealand. GST paid to 
Customs New Zealand by GST-registered taxpayers will appear as input credits on their GST 
returns to Inland Revenue. This means that net collections from both agencies are required to 
get the full GST picture. Customs New Zealand report that they are unable to provide a 
breakdown of their GST collections by industry of the paying taxpayer. Accordingly, your request 
for the Customs New Zealand GST aspect of this data is refused under section 18(g)(i) of the 
OIA, as the information requested is not held by Inland Revenue, nor do I have grounds for 
believing this information is held by another department. 

Information being released 

The Inland Revenue aspect of the information you have requested is provided in the following 
tables. 

Years covered 
Income tax returns for the 2024-25 year are still in the process of being filed, so the information 
for that year remains incomplete (Tables 1 and 2). Inland Revenue GST returns for that March 
year can be considered largely complete and are provided in Table 3. 

Industry selection 
Your request is specific about ANZSIC class E for construction, but you have not been specific 
about which ANZSIC codes to include for related services. I have chosen the ANZSIC class M692 
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in its entirety because this class is collectively described as Architectural, Engineering and 
Technical services which matches the wording in your request. This rolled up category includes: 

• M692100 Architectural services 
• M692200 Surveying and mapping services 
• M692300 Engineering design and engineering consulting services 
• M692400 Other specialised design services 
• M692500 Scientific testing and analysis services 

Income tax of entities and information on the tax calculation 

For the income tax aspect of your request, I note that you have only asked for company income 
tax. Some business taxpayers do not form companies and are instead structured as self-
employed, trading trusts, partnerships or look through companies. I have combined the tax of 
such entities and supplied it as Table 2. 

For the self-employed, the tax is calculated as their last dollar earned; in other words, the 
personal income tax of each individual is calculated both with and without the relevant self-
employment income, and the difference between the two is inferred to be the tax on that income. 

In the case of partnerships and look through companies, industry information is available at the 
entity level, but the tax is paid by the underlying partners or owners together with tax on their 
other income sources. The underlying owners do not necessarily disclose the industry, but the 
entity does. To simplify the response an “average” partnership income (or look through company 
income) personal tax rate of 26.2% for the years prior to 2021-22 and 29.8% in subsequent 
years has been applied to amounts disclosed at the entity level. These two rates were estimated 
using the 2020 and 2023 tax year data respectively, and were calculated as if the relevant 
income sources were the top dollar earned across all partners or look through company income 
recipients, irrespective of which industry their partnership or look through company operated in. 

Income of trading trusts is assumed to be taxed at 33% if the income was not distributed through 
to beneficiaries of that trust. Tax on any amounts distributed to trust beneficiaries was calculated 
as a flat average tax rate in a similar manner to that described above. In this case the beneficiary 
income average tax rate used for years prior to 2021-22 was 24.1% and for 2021-22 and 
subsequent years was 25%, again with this being based on 2020 and 2023 data irrespective of 
industry. The resulting beneficiary tax was then added to the trustee tax for each year. 

For company tax (Table 1) the “residual income tax” figure has been used: this is income tax 
assessed less any tax credits available and is the best measure to use to avoid double counting 
of amounts cascading through related entities. 
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Table 1: Company residual income tax ($million):  

Year ended 
31 March  

Construction 
(ANZSIC E)  

Architectural, Engineering and 
Technical services (ANZSIC 

M692)  

Combined company 
residual income tax 

($m) 

2017 851 257 1,108 

2018 912 274 1,186 

2019 947 276 1,223 

2020 980 304 1,284 

2021 1,170 334 1,504 

2022 1,451 429 1,881 

2023 1,622 409 2,031 

2024 1,581 403 1,983 

2025* 849* 241* 1,090* 

*Progress figures as at 17 February 2026; tax returns are still being filed 

Table 2: Income tax of other entities (self-employed, trading trusts, partners of 
partnerships, people with look through company income) ($million):  

Year ended 
31 March 

Construction 
(ANZSIC E) 

Architectural, Engineering and 
Technical services (ANZSIC 

M692) 

Combined other 
entities income tax 

($m) 

2017 212 58 270 

2018 245 66 310 

2019 230 59 289 

2020 235 62 297 

2021 254 77 331 

2022 299 90 389 

2023 325 85 410 

2024 315 88 403 

2025* 332* 65* 397* 

*Progress figures as at 17 February 2026; tax returns are still being filed 
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Table 3: Net Inland Revenue GST – March years ($million):  

Year ended 
31 March 

Construction 
(ANZSIC E) 

Architectural, Engineering and 
Technical services ( ANZSIC 

M692) 

Combined Inland 
Revenue GST ($m) 

2017 2,071 675 2,746 

2018 2,226 733 2,959 

2019 2,384 789 3,173 

2020 2,679 842 3,521 

2021 2,757 853 3,610 

2022 2,978 1,005 3,983 

2023 3,388 1,069 4,457 

2024 3,927 1,163 5,090 

2025 3,986 1,085 5,071 

Right of review 

If you disagree with my decision on your OIA request, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman 
to investigate and review my decision under section 28(3) of the OIA. You can contact the office 
of the Ombudsman by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz.  

Publishing of OIA response 

We intend to publish our response to your request on Inland Revenue’s website (ird.govt.nz) as 
this information may be of interest to other members of the public. This letter, with your personal 
details removed, may be published in its entirety. Publishing responses increases the availability 
of information to the public and is consistent with the OIA's purpose of enabling more effective 
participation in the making and administration of laws and policies and promoting the 
accountability of officials. 

Thank you again for your request.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Sandra Watson 
Policy Lead – Forecasting and Analysis 
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