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[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

 
16 March 2026 
 

 
 

 
Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 6 
March 2026. You requested the following as a follow up to the Student Loan borrower data 
provided in the reply to your OIA request 26OIA1998:  

Is there any chance I can get the same data but by $1,000 income bands? Up to $100,000. 

On 9 March 2026, you clarified your request, regarding the data for overseas-based student loan 
borrowers (OBB), to be for a combination of finer income bands for ranges where the number of 
borrowers remains sufficiently large to protect confidentiality, and broader bands applied above 
that point.  

Therefore, the income bands for the OBB data are broken down by $1,000 brackets between $1 
and $60,000, then by $10,000 brackets between $60,001 and $100,000. 

Information being released 

The tables outlining the income distribution for people with student loans in New Zealand, broken 
down by income brackets and type of borrower are attached as Appendix A. 

The Income used is from the period 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025 and is from all sources. Any 
customer who has a negative income, for example due to losses, is included in the negative 
income bracket.  

Publishing of OIA response 

We intend to publish our response to your request on Inland Revenue’s website (ird.govt.nz) as 
this information may be of interest to other members of the public. This letter, with your personal 
details removed, may be published in its entirety. Publishing responses increases the availability 
of information to the public and is consistent with the OIA's purpose of enabling more effective 
participation in the making and administration of laws and policies and promoting the 
accountability of officials. 

Thank you again for your request.  

Yours sincerely 

Caleb Lerm 
Group Lead - Individuals  


























