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[EXTERNAL IN-CONFIDENCE] 

 
 
27 March 2026 
 

 
Dear  
  
Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 27 
February 2026. You requested the following:  

1. … all documentation/information held by Inland Revenue that touches on the 
option of encouraging distribution or addressing “excessive” accumulations by simply 
enforcing the fiduciary duties, including, but not limited to, all documentation, 
correspondence (including in particular but not limited to correspondence with Charities 
Services), memos, emails, reports (including draft reports and including, but not limited 
to, any reports to Minister(s)), memoranda, papers, research materials, notes or other 
information regarding any analysis and/or conclusions drawn, and recollections of oral 
conversations or meetings 

2.  … any analysis undertaken by IRD of what specific problem the rules imposing 
minimum distribution requirements in Canada, Australia and the US were intended to 
address, whether those rules are actually working in those jurisdictions, and whether the 
approach taken in any other jurisdiction (given that Australia, Canada and the US are 
outliers in this respect and most other jurisdictions do not impose these rules) has been 
analysed and if so, why that approach was not considered superior.  

I acknowledge your further emails of 11 and 12 March 2026 and our meeting with you on 17 
March 2026 to discuss your request. As you will recall, we noted that the information you 
requested is under active consideration. Consequently, we advised that most of the requested 
information would be unable to be released, and any documents which were released would 
likely be heavily redacted. We appreciate your engagement with us on this, and note that 
following our meeting of 17 March we revised the scope of your request to include: 

1. A summary of communication between Inland Revenue and the Department of Internal 
Affairs and Charities Services and the impact their views have on our policy advice, 

2. A list of foreign tax authorities or other organisations in overseas jurisdictions who Inland 
Revenue has communicated with regarding minimum distribution rules, and 

3. Submissions from the charities and not-for-profit targeted consultation round. 

You confirmed this revised request on 23 March 2026. 

Our responses to these three points are set out below. 








