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Inland Revenue

Te Tari Taake 

1 September 2026 

[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

Dear  

27O1A1134 

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), received on 6 

August 2026. You requested the following: 

I request copies of any advice, briefings, internal memos, or reports prepared by or 

provided to Inland Revenue concerning the following: 

Between 1 January 2023 and present: the tax-exempt status of religious organisations or 

they apply to religious entities; 

Between 24 February 2025 (the date of the Officials' Issues Paper "Taxation and the not­

for-profit sector") and present: any advice relating to unrelated business or trading income 

earned by religious organisations or their affiliated entities, including in connection with 

that Issues Paper and any subsequent policy work; 

Between 1 January 2023 and present: any specific consideration, review, or advice 

regarding the tax status of a named church, denomination, or religious entity (please 

include the name of any entity referenced, where this does not breach taxpayer secrecy 

obligations under section 18 of the Tax Administration Act 1994). 

My interpretation of your request is for policy advice Inland Revenue drafted for ministers, 

internal documents drafted to support advice to ministers, and for any policy advice that was 

provided to Inland Revenue in relation to the tax-exempt status of religious organisations and 

unrelated business income of a charity. 

Information refused 
As you know, public views were sought about the Officials' Issues Paper: Taxation and the not­

for-profit sector, which included proposals relating to specific income tax exemptions and the 

unrelated business income of a charity. The submissions are published on Inland Revenue's Tax 

Policy website Submissions received on Taxation and the not-for-profit sector. While these 

submissions are not treated as formal advice, they were considered as part of the decision­

making process. 

Inland Revenue did not receive any formal advice from external stakeholders in relation to the 

tax-exempt status of religious organisations and the unrelated business income of a charity. As 

such, your request for advice Inland Revenue received is refused under section 18( e) of the OIA, 

that the document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist. 
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https://www.taxpolicy.ird.govt.nz/-/media/project/ir/tp/consultation/2025/taxation-and-the-not-for-profit-sector.pdf?modified=20250303232403
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https://www.taxpolicy.ird.govt.nz/publications/2025/submissions-received-on-taxation-and-the-not-for-profit-sector


http://www.taxpolicy.ird.govt.nz/
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