[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL]

Inland Revenue 2701A1277

Te Tari Taake

29 September 2026

Dear

Thank you for your request made to Crown Law under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA)
on 27 August 2026. Your request was partially transferred to Inland Revenue on 10 September
2026. The transferred parts of your request are as follows, itemised for ease of understanding:

1. What public cost is incurred by Police, MPI, Inland Revenue, Crown Solicitors, Crown
Law and the Ministry of Justice in prosecutions later withdrawn or dismissed?

2. Current policies, manuals, checklists, templates, instructions or assurance documents
held by Crown Law, Police, MPI or Inland Revenue that govern or record application of
the Evidential Test, Public Interest Test, peer/senior review, continuing review,
treatment of materially contradictory or exculpatory information, and decisions to
amend, discontinue or withdraw charges.

3. Current policies, delegations, Cabinet material or guidance held by the relevant
agencies concerning ex gratia payments, compensation, reimbursement, settlement,
correction or other redress where an enforcement, prosecution, registry or related
administrative decision is accepted to have been materially wrong and caused proven
cost or loss.

Information publicly available

Information relating to the tests, reviews, treatment of information and decisions on charges
outlined in item two is publicly available in Inland Revenue’s Prosecution Guidelines

The policies and guidance used by Inland Revenue concerning the redress measures specified
in item three are publicly available. They are available in the Crown Law ex gratia documents A
Guide for Government Lawyers and A Summary for Decision Makers. As well as the
Ombudsman document Ex Gratia payments.

Accordingly, items two and three of your request are refused under section 18(d) of the OIA as
the information is publicly available.

Information refused

The information requested regarding the cost incurred in prosecutions later withdrawn or
dismissed would require the creation of new information through the manual examination and
analysis of individual records. Therefore, item one of your request is refused under section 18(qg)
of the OIA, as the information is not held by Inland Revenue.
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https://www.taxtechnical.ird.govt.nz/-/media/project/ir/tt/pdfs/commissioner-s-statements/2026/cs-26-01.pdf?modified=20260202021510
https://www.crownlaw.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Opinions/Proactive-Release-Ex-Gratia-Payments_-A-Guide-for-Government-Lawyers.PDF
https://www.crownlaw.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Opinions/Proactive-Release-Ex-Gratia-Payments_-A-Guide-for-Government-Lawyers.PDF
https://www.crownlaw.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Opinions/Ex-Gratia-Payments_-A-Summary-for-Decision-Makers.PDF
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/sites/default/files/2025-08/Ex%20Gratia%20payments.pdf
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Right of review

If you disagree with my decision on your OIA request, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman
to investigate and review my decision under section 28(3) of the OIA. You can contact the office

of the Ombudsman by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Publishing of OIA response

We intend to publish our response to your request on Inland Revenue’s website (ird.govt.nz) as
this information may be of interest to other members of the public. This letter, with your personal
details removed, may be published in its entirety. Publishing responses increases the availability
of information to the public and is consistent with the OIA's purpose of enabling more effective
participation in the making and administration of laws and policies and promoting the
accountability of officials.

Thank you again for your request.

Yours sincerely

Matthew Evans
Domain Lead, Legal Services
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